
Project
Fascism Propaganda Poster



Fascism’s Rise in Italy
• Benito Mussolini built the first totalitarian state, a one-party 

dictatorship that attempts to regulate every aspect of the lives 
of its citizens.  Stalin and Hitler followed Mussolini’s lead.

• Mussolini coined the term fascism, even though it had no 
unifying theory like Marxists (communists/socialists).

• Fascism describes any centralized government that is not
communist whose policies glorify the state over the individual 
and are destructive to basic human rights.

• Fascism is rooted in extreme nationalism, glorifying action, 
violence, discipline, and loyalty to the state.

• Fascists pursued aggressive foreign expansion, glorified warfare 
as “survival of the fittest.”

• Fascists were also antidemocratic, rejecting the concepts of 
equality and liberty.

• Read pg. 501 – Characteristics of Fascism 



Cult of Personality
• Intense devotion to a particular person, while 

pledging absolute loyalty to an authoritarian leader.

• A cult of personality arises when an individual uses 
mass media, propaganda, or other methods, to 
create an idealized, heroic, and at times, god-like 
public image, often through unquestioning flattery
and praise.

• “Hero worship”.

• Benito Mussolini of Italy used the cult of personality 
to increase his power and loyalty among the Italian 
citizens in the 1930s and early 1940s.



Italian Propaganda Posters from WWII 



Project Directions

• Directions:  Each student will create an Italian Fascist Propaganda Ad by using 

a modern pop-culture reference.  Take any popular culture entity (music, 

movies, television, internet, etc.) and transform it into an Italian Fascist 

Propaganda Ad during the Benito Mussolini era of WWII.

• See the following slides from past student examples.

• You can use your phone or computer to create a digital advertisement through 

apps such as pic-collage and photo-shop. 

• You can also draw your poster with colored pencils/markers on an 8x11 blank 

sheet of paper.

• You must fill out the following document



Cite All Original References Used: ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Title: ________________________________________________________________________________

Describe your Slogan.  How does your Propaganda Ad reflect Fascist Characteristic(s): _____________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________



Student Examples - Title: got kids?
• Original Source: got milk? Advertisement.

• This new propaganda ad reflects Italian 
Fascism, because Italian women were 
encouraged to give birth to many children 
in hopes of having sons who would 
become future soldiers. Women who gave 
birth to 10 children or more were 
rewarded with Italian medals from 
Mussolini.



Title: Mussolini King – Have It My Way

• Original Source: Burger King: Have it Your Way

• This new propaganda ad reflects Italian 
Fascism because Benito Mussolini is the 
absolute ruler and all citizens must obey his 
way, including new laws.  Fascism is a one-
party dictatorship.  Mussolini had absolute 
power in Italy.  Notice this student also 
incorporated Italian nationalism by coloring 
the ad with red, white, and green (colors of 
the Italian flag).



Title: Dunkin’ Democracy                               
“Italy Runs on Invading” 

• Original Source: Dunkin’ Doughnuts 

“America Runs on Coffee”

• This ad reflects Italian Fascism because they 
were anti-democratic. Fascists also pursued 
aggressive foreign expansion, glorified warfare 
as “survival of the fittest.”

• Example: just prior to WWII, Italy invaded 
Ethiopia in order to gain land near the Red Sea 
in Eastern Africa.

• This student used photo-shop to create a 
digital advertisement.


