
Turmoil and Change in Mexico

Lesson 3



Lingering Political Problems
Democracy failed to take root in Latin America.

Latin American economies became increasingly dependent 
upon developed nations, such as the U.S. and Britain.

The 20 separate nations of Latin America struggled with feuds, 
leaders, geographic barriers, and local nationalism.

There constitutions were modeled after the United States.

The social and political hierarchy barely changed to the 
lingering effects of colonialism:

- Creoles replaced the peninsulares as the ruling class.

- The Roman Catholic Church kept its privileged position 
and controlled huge amounts of land.

- For most people, the Mestizos, Mulattoes, Blacks, and 
Indians life did not change or bring more freedom.

- Owners of haciendas ruled their great estates as 
peasants like servant/slaves on them.



The Search for Stability

Regionalism weakened new nations, as local caudillos, 
assembled private armies to resist the central government.

At times, popular caudillos gained national power.

They looted (stole) from the national treasure and ruled as 
dictators.  Power struggles led to frequent revolts as little 
changed except for new corrupt leaders.

Conservatives and Liberals divided Latin America.

Conservatives: defended traditional social order, 
favored press censorship, and strongly supported the 
Catholic Church.

Liberals: saw themselves as enlightened supporters of 
progress, but often showed little concern for the needs 
of the majority of the people.



Mexico’s Struggle for Stability
The state of Mexico in the early 1800s:

- Large landowners, army leaders, and the Catholic Church 

dominated Mexican politics.

- Bitter battles between conservatives and liberals led to revolts and 
the rise of dictators.

- Deep social divisions separated wealthy creoles from mestizos and 
Indians who lived in poverty.



Santa Anna &War with the U.S.
Between 1833 and 1855, Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna, a caudillo, won and lost power in Mexico.

- He first posed as a liberal reformer.

- He then decided to crush all reforms.

In Mexico’s northern territory of Texas,                 
discontent grew among American                        
settlers and others.

- The settlers won independence from                            
Mexico after a brief struggle (The Alamo)

- They set up an independent republic                           
until the U.S. annexed Texas in 1845.

- Mexicans saw this as a declaration of war,                     
but the U.S. invaded and defeated Mexico.                     



Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
In the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the war, 
Mexico lost almost half of its territory.

- The embarrassing lost triggered new violence between conservatives 

and liberals.

The Alamo pitted 4,000 Mexican soldiers against 150 Texans 
(Americans).  All 150 died, but nearly 1,000 Mexicans died in 
the battle.  





La Reforma Changes Mexico



Benito Juarez

In 1855, Benito Juarez, a liberal reformer of Zapotec
Indian heritage, and other liberal reformers gained 
power and opened an era of reform known as           
La Reforma.

- Juarez offered hope to oppressed people of Mexico.

- He revised the Mexican constitution to strip the military of 
its power & ended special privileges of the Catholic Church.

- He ordered the Church to sell unused lands to peasants.

Conservatives resisted La Reforma and began a civil 
war.

- Turning to Europe for help, conservatives had      
Napoleon III send troops to Mexico to overthrow 
President Juarez.



Mural of Benito Juarez



Civil War in Mexico
For Four years, Juarez’s forces battled the combined 
conservative and French forces.

- Austrian Archduke Maxmilian was named the Mexican 
emperor.

- France finally withdrew its troops, and Maxmilian was 
captured and shot.

In 1867, Juarez returned to power and tried to renew 
his reforms, but opponents resisted.

- He died in office in 1872.

- He did not accomplish all of his reforms.

- He did, however, help unite Mexico, bringing Mestizos 
into politics, and separated the Church and the State.



Growth and Depression
After Juarez died, General Porfirio Diaz, a hero of the war 
against the French, staged a military coup and gained power.

- He ruled as Mexican dictator, in the name of “Order and Progress” 
from 1876-1880 and 1884 to 1911.

- He strengthened the army, local police, and central 
government.

Under his harsh rule, Mexico made real economic advances.

- Railroads were built, foreign trade increased, & mining expanded.

- Yet, Diaz allowed wealthy landowners to buy up Indian lands.

The rich prospered, but most Mexicans remained poor.  
Indians and Mestizos fell into peonage to their employers.

- In the peonage system, hacienda owners would give workers 
advances on their wages and require them to stay on the hacienda 
until they had paid back what they owed.

- Many children died in infancy, others worked 12-hour days.



Porfirio Diaz

Mexican Dictator

1876-1880

1884-1911



The Influence of the United States



The Monroe Doctrine

In the 1820s, Spain plotted to recover its 
Latin America colonies.

- Britain opposed Spain, so trade would remain free.

- Great Britain asked U.S. President James Monroe to 
join them in opposing any new colonization.

To avoid alliances, President Monroe issues 
the Monroe Doctrine in 1823.

- it declared that the Americas are “not to be 

considered as subjects for future colonization.”

- Great Britain’s navy discouraged European 
involvement.

- the policy would be a key for the U.S. for over a 
century.



The U.S. Expands into Latin America

The result of the war with Mexico in 1848 gave 
the U.S. all or part of the present-day states of 
California, Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah 
and Colorado.

The Spanish-American War saw the U.S. 
support Cuban patriots fight for independence.

- As Spain was crushingly defeated, Cuba was granted 
independence.

- In 1901, the U.S. forced Cuba to add the Platt 
Amendment to their constitution.

- The amendment gave the United States naval bases in 
Cuba and the right to intervene in Cuban affairs.



The United States Interferes
As American investments grew in Latin 
America, in 1904 the U.S. issued the 
Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine.

- this policy gave the U.S. “international police power” in 

the Western Hemisphere.

- Example: when the Dominican Republic failed to pay its 
foreign debts, the U.S. sent troops and collected 
customs duties to pay it off.  

- The U.S. sent troops to Cuba, Haiti, Mexico, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, and others.

- the U.S. became the target of increasing resentment and 
rebellion.



The Panama Canal



Building the Panama Canal
In the late 1800s, the U.S. wanted to build a 
canal across Central America.

- Panama was a proposed site, but Panama belonged to 
Colombia, which refused to sell the land for the canal to 
the U.S.

- the U.S. backed a revolt by Panamanians against 
Colombia, in which they won their independence.

- Panama gave the U.S. control of the land to build the 
canal.

The Panama Canal opened in 1914.
- the canal cut the distance of a sea journey between San 
Francisco and New York by thousands of miles.

- It boosted trade and shipping worldwide.

- To people of Latin America, it was “Yankee Imperialism.”



Map of the Americas



Panama Today
In 2000, Panama gained complete control over the canal, forming a vital 

part of the Panamanian economy.



#3a        Assignment 

What were the major accomplishments of each leader?  
What was their political legacy? Pg. 402-409

1. Antonio Lopez de Santa Ana

2. Benito Juarez

3. Porfirio Diaz



#3b

What role did each of the following play in the Mexican 
Revolution?

4. Francisco Madero

5. “Pancho” Villa

6. Emiliano Zapata

7. Venustiano Carranza 



#3c

• Answer

8. What led to the Anglos (American settlers) call 
for greater self-government in the Mexican 
territory of Texas?  Pg. 402-403

9. Contrast in what ways did Benito Juarez differ 
from Antonio Lopez de Santa Ana?  Give 
two examples.  Pg. 404-405

10. What effects did Porfirio Diaz’s rule have on 
Mexico?  Give 2 examples.  Pg. 405-406



X-Ray Poster

Lesson 1: China
1. Lin Zexu (Opium War) Qing official

2. Emperor Daoguang (Minning) 1820-1850

3. Emperor Xianfeng (Yizhu) 1850-1861

4. Emperor Tongzhi (Zaichan) 1861-1875

5. Empress Dowager Cixi 1862-1908

6. Emperor Guangxu (Zaitian) 1875-1908

7. Emperor Guangxu (Zaitian) 1875-1908

8. Hong Xiuquan (Taping Rebellion leader) 1908-1911

9. Cao Futian (Established Boxer Rebellion)

10. Zhang Dechang (Boxer Rebellion leader)

11. Prince Duan (Boxer Rebellion



Lesson 2: Japan
1. Emperor Mutsuhito

2. Iwasaki Yataro (Samurai/Mitsubishi founder)

3. Kitagawa Utamaro (artist pg. 400)

4. Naniwaya Okita (Tea Waitress model pg. 400)

5. Tokugawa Yoshinobu (last shogun samurai) 1867

6. Viscount Enomoto Takeaki (samurai/navy admiral)

7. Hijikata Toshizu (Japanese warrior against Meiji era) 



Lesson 3: Mexico
1. Antonio Lopez de Santa Ana

2. President Benito Juarez

3. “Pancho” Villa

4. Emilaino Zapata

5. General Porfirio Diaz

6. Francisco Madero

7. General Victoriano Huerta

8. Venustiano Carranza

9. General Alvaro Obregon

10. Amelia(o) Robles Avila (colonel and soldaderas)

11. Petra “Pedro” Herrera-Ruiz (soldaderas)

12. Angela “Angel” Jimenez (soldaderas)

13. Maria Quinteras de Mera (soldaderas)



Russia
1. Czar Nicholas II (Russo-Japanese War)

U.S.A.
1. President Millard Fillmore

2. Matthew Perry

3. Sam Houston (War with Mexico)

4. Stephen Austin (War with Mexico)

England
1. Queen Victoria


