
Module 13
Years of Crisis



Lesson 1
Postwar Uncertainty 



Setting the Stage
• There were many short-term and long-term effects of World 

War I.  The horrors of the war shattered the Enlightenment 
belief that progress would continue and reason would 

prevail.  During the postwar period, people began 
questioning traditional beliefs.  Some found answers in new 

scientific development, which challenged the way people 
looked at the world.  Many enjoyed the convenience of 

technological improvements in transportation and 
communication.  As society became more open, young 

people adopted new values and women demanded more 
rights.  Great Britain had recognized women’s right to vote 

in 1918, and the United States followed in 1920.  
Meanwhile, unconventional styles and ideas in literature, 

philosophy, and music reflected the uncertain times.



Postwar Social Changes

Chapter #13/Section #1



Flappers



• The catastrophe of WWI 

shattered the optimism 

in the West since the 

days of the Enlightenment.

• Despair gripped survivors 

on both sides.

• In reaction, the society and 

culture of Europe, the 

United States, and many 

other parts of the world 

experienced rapid changes.





The Roaring Twenties
• In the 1920s many radios turned

into the new sounds of jazz.

• The 1920s are known as the

Jazz Age.

• African American musicians 

combined Western harmonies

with African rhythms to create

Jazz.

• Jazz musicians, like Duke 

Ellington and Louis Armstrong

took simple melodies and 

improvised subtle variations into

rhythm and beat.



Revolution in the Arts
• Artists rebelled against earlier realistic and romantic 

styles of painting and moved toward modernism 
and expressionism.  

• Their work was a symbolic response to political and 
economic changes that were taking place on a 
global scale.

• Artists of this period wanted to turn against 
tradition and depict the inner world of emotion and 
imagination, rather than show realistic 
representation of objects.

• Expressionist painters used bold colors and 
distorted or exaggerated forms.



Modern Art
• Surrealism, an art movement that sough to link the world of 

dreams with real life, tried to call on the unconscious part of 
the mind.

• Abstract, an art style that composed of lines, colors, and 
shapes, sometimes with no recognizable subject matter at all.  
Many abstract artists moved away from representing reality.

• Dada, an art movement that burst onto the world.  Dadaists 
rejected all traditional conventions and believed that there 
was no sense or truth in the world.  Many dada artists created 
collages, photomontages, or sculptures made of objects they 
found abandoned or thrown away.

• Cubism, an art style of paintings, sculptures, and lithographs 
with three-dimensional objects as complex patterns of angles 
and planes, as if they were composed of fragmented parts.
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Dada, Surrealism, Cubism, Abstract



1.  Composition VII - Vasily Kandinsky



2.  The Weeping Woman - Pablo Picasso



3.          ABCD–Raoul Hausmann



4. The Railway Crossing –Fernand Leger



5.  The Persistence of Memory - Salvador Dali



6. The Blue Bird - Jean Metzinger



7.   The Elephant Celebes - Max Ernst



8.      The Barbarians - Max Ernst



9.                Paul Klee



10.            Salvador Dali



11.   Castle and Sun–Paul Klee



Technological Advances Improve Life

• During World War I, scientists developed new drugs and 
medical treatments that helped millions of people in the 
postwar years.  

• The war’s technological advances were put to use to 
improve transportation and communication after the war.

• Automobiles

• Airplanes

• Radio and Movies dominated popular entertainment.

• The advances in transportation and communication that 
followed the war had brought the world in closer touch.  

• Global prosperity came to depend on the economic well-
being of all major nations, especially the United States.



Charlie Chaplin
“The Tramp”



#1a
• How did the following challenge deeply rooted ideas and 

traditions?  Explain.

1. Theory of 
Relativity               
Pg. 481

2. Freudian 
psychology
Pg. 481

3. Existentialism   
Pg. 483

4. Surrealism         
Pg. 484



#1b
• How did the following demonstrate the independent spirit of 

the times?  Explain.

5. Jazz
Pg. 484             

6. Women                                  
Pg. 484



#1c
• How did the following change ways of life?  Explain.

7. Automobiles
Pg. 486

8. Airplanes
Pg. 486

9. Radio
Pg. 486

10. Movies
Pg. 487


