
Lesson 3
Fascism Rises In Europe



Setting the Stage

• Many democracies including the United States, 
Britain, and France, remained strong despite the 
economic crisis caused by the Great Depression.  

However, millions of people lost faith in 
democratic government and became open to 
new economic movements and ideologies to 
stimulate the economy such as fascism and 

communism.  These movements and ideologies 
were in conflict with those of democratic 

societies.



Fascism’s Rise in Italy
• Benito Mussolini built the first totalitarian state, a one-party 

dictatorship that attempts to regulate every aspect of the lives 
of its citizens.  Stalin and Hitler followed Mussolini’s lead.

• Mussolini coined the term fascism, even though it had no 
unifying theory like Marxists (communists/socialists).

• Fascism describes any centralized government that is not
communist whose policies glorify the state over the individual 
and are destructive to basic human rights.

• Fascism is rooted in extreme nationalism, glorifying action, 
violence, discipline, and loyalty to the state.

• Fascists pursued aggressive foreign expansion, glorified warfare 
as “survival of the fittest.”

• Fascists were also antidemocratic, rejecting the concepts of 
equality and liberty.

• Read pg. 501 – Characteristics of Fascism 



Cult of Personality
• Intense devotion to a particular person, while 

pledging absolute loyalty to an authoritarian 
leader

• A cult of personality arises when an 
individual uses mass media, propaganda, or 
other methods, to create an idealized, heroic, 
and at times, god-like public image, often 
through unquestioning flattery and praise.

• “Hero worship”.



Kim il-sung of North Korea



The Cult of Personality
by Living Colour

• Look in my eyes
What do you see?
The cult of personality

• I know your anger, I know your 
dreams
I've been everything you want to 
be
Oh, I'm the cult of personality

• Like Mussolini and Kennedy
I'm the cult of personality
The cult of personality
The cult of personality

• Neon lights, a Nobel prize
When a mirror speaks, the 
reflection lies
You don't have to follow me
Only you can set me free

• I sell the things you need to be
I'm the smiling face on your TV
Oh, I'm the cult of personality

•

• I exploit you, still you love me
I tell you, one and one makes three
Oh, I'm the cult of personality

Like Joseph Stalin and Gandhi
Oh, I'm the cult of personality
The cult of personality
The cult of personality

• Neon lights, a Nobel prize
When a leader speaks, that leader 
dies
You won't have to follow me
Only you can set you free

• You gave me fortune, you gave me 
fame
You me power in your God's name
I'm every person you need to be
Oh, I'm the cult of personality



Black Shirts



The March on Rome





Fascism Propaganda Posters 





Hitler and the Rise of Nazi Germany

Chapter #13 * Section #5



Hitler Rises to Power
• When Mussolini became dictator of Italy in the mid-1920s, 

Adolf Hitler was a little-known political leader whose early life 
had been marked by disappointment (struggling artist).

• When World War I broke out, Hitler found a new purpose in 
live, serving in the German Bavarian army and was twice 
awarded the Iron Cross, a medal for bravery.

• After the war he joined a small group of right-wing extremists, 
and a year later, became the leader of National Socialist 
German Workers, or Nazi party.

• The part adopted the swastika, or hooked cross, as its symbol.

• The Nazis also set up a private militia called the storm 
troopers, or Brown Shirts.



The Third Reich 
Controls Germany

• Once in power, Hitler and the Nazis moved to build a new 
Germany.

• Like Mussolini, Hitler appealed to nationalism by recalling 
past glories.

• Germany’s First Reich, or empire, was the medieval Holy 
Roman Empire.

• The Second Reich was the empire forged by Bismarck in 
1871.

• Hitler’s new Third Reich, he boasted, the German master 
race would dominate Europe for a thousand years.



#4a         Hitler’s Rise to Power
in Germany

• Create a list of 5 examples of Hitler’s manifesto, ideology, and 
rise to power. (Pg. 503 - 504)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



#4b   Hitler Becomes Chancellor
• Create a list of 5 examples of how Hitler and the Nazis controlled 

Germany, persecuted Jews, indoctrinated the youth, and purged 
German culture. (Pg. 504 -505)

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Hitler Makes War on the Jews



Kristallnacht - “Night of the Broken Glass”



JEWS ARRESTED DURING KRISTALLNACHT



Hitler Youth



“All Ten Year Olds Come to Us”



Hitler’s Watercolor Paintings








