
Lesson 2
Japan’s Pacific Campaign



Setting the Stage
• Like Hitler, Japan’s military leaders also had a dream of empire.  

Japan’s expansion began in 1931.  That year, Japanese troops 
overtook Manchuria in northeastern China.  Six year later, 
Japanese armies swept intro the heartland of China.  They 

expected quick victory.  Chinese resistance, however, caused the 
war to drag on.  This placed a strain on Japan’s economy.  To 

increase their resources, Japanese leaders looked toward the rich 
European colonies of Southeast Asia, signaling a confrontation 

with the west.



Axis Powers The Allies

1.  Germany                                      1.  Britain

2.  Italy            2.  France

3.  Japan                  3.  United States

4.  Soviet Union

The Axis Powers  vs.  The Allies



Surprise Attack on Pearl Harbor
• When Japan overran French Indochina – Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos – in July of 

1941, President Roosevelt cut off oil trade shipments to Japan.

• Despite an oil shortage, Japan continued its conquests.  

• They planned massive attacks on British and Dutch colonies in southeast Asia and 
on American outposts in the Pacific at the same time.

• Japan’s greatest naval admiral, Isoroku Yamamoto, called for an attack on the U.S. 
fleet in Hawaii. 

• It was, he said, “a dagger pointed at (Japan’s) throat” and must be destroyed.





Day of Infamy
• Early in the morning of December 7, 1941, American sailors at Pearl Harbor in 

Hawaii awoke to the roar of explosives.  A Japanese attack was under way.

• U.S. military leaders had known from a coded Japanese message that an attack 
might come.  But they did not know when or where it would occur.

• Within two hours, the Japanese had sunk or damaged 19 ships, including 8 
battleships moored in Pearl Harbor.  

• More than 2,300 Americans were killed, and over 1,100 wounded.

• News of the attack stunned Americans.

• The next day, President Roosevelt addressed Congress, which quickly accepted 
his request for a declaration of war on Japan and its allies (Germany and Italy.)

• On December 11, Germany and Italy, as Japan’s allies, declared war on the 
United States.





USS Arizona



• Japanese forces trained for about a year to prepare for the attack. The Japanese attack force –
which included 6 aircraft carriers and 420 planes sailed from Hitokappu Bay in the Kurile 

Islands, on a 3,500-mile voyage to a staging area 230 miles off the Hawaiian island of Oahu.



U.S.S. Arizona Memorial



True Story of Pearl Harbor –Tora, Tora ,Tora / War
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4SB8YvVmbU

•#3a Assignment
• Click on the link above to view the                                                                                          

film about  the Pearl Harbor attack.

• Write 5 new or interesting facts you                                                                                   
learned from viewing this film. 

• Number your notebook #1-5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4SB8YvVmbU


#3b
• Interpret Maps: Pg. 531

• Use the Map titled – World War II and the Pacific , 1941-1945 on Pg. 531

• Answer the following:

1. Location Which battle was fought in the most northern region?

2. Movement From what two general directions did Allied forces move in on 
Japan?

• Write the questions and answers.



As you read pgs. 528- 534, answer the questions about the war in the Pacific. 
A.  What happened?
B.  What is the significance of the battle or attack.?

#4

1. Bombing of Pearl Harbor a.
b.

2. Fall of Southeast Asian colonies a.
b

3.  Bataan Death March a.
b.

4.  Doolittle’s raid on Japan a.
b.

5.  Battle of the Coral Sea a.
b.

6.  Battle of the Midway a.
b.

7.  Battle of the Guadalcanal a.
b.


