
Lesson 4
Revolutions in the Arts



Setting the Stage
• During the first half of the 1800s, artists focused 

on ideas of freedom, the rights of individuals, 
and an idealistic view of history.  After the great 

revolutions of 1848, political focus shifted to 
leaders who practiced realpolitik.  Similarly, 

intellectuals and artists expressed a “realistic” 
view of of the world.  In this view, the rich 

pursued their selfish interests while ordinary 
people struggled and suffered.  Newly invented 
photography became both a way to detail this 
struggle and a tool for scientific investigation.



The Big Idea
• Artistic and intellectual 
movements both reflected 

and fueled changes in Europe 
during the 1800s.

Why it Matters Today

• Romanticism and realism are 
still found in novels, dramas, 

and films produced today.



Three Major Artistic Movements 
of the 1800s



1. Romanticism
• Romanticism: does not refer to romance in the 

sense of an affectionate relationship, but rather to 
an artistic style emphasizing imagination, 
freedom, and emotion.  

• It reflected deep interest in both nature and in the 
thoughts and feelings of the individual.  

• In many ways, romantic thinkers and writers 
reacted against the classicism of the 
Enlightenment.  They turned from reason to 
emotion, from society to nature.

• Romantics rejected the rigidly ordered world of 
the middle class.



2. Realism
• Realism is an attempt to represent the world as it was, 

without the sentiment associated with romanticism, 
emphasizing the harsh side of life in cities and villages.

• It showed life as it was, not as it should be 
(romanticism).

• Realist painting reflected the increasing political 
importance of the working class in the 1850s.

• Along with paintings, novels proved especially suitable 
for describing workers’ suffering.

• Realism often involved a rejection of both non-Christian 
religions and dogmatic Christianity. Many realists 
believed in “natural religion,” called deism.

• Deism is a belief that everyone was born with religious, 
ethical, and moral impulses.  It often rejected the 
teachings of any one church.



Photographers Capture Reality
• Photographers could record an instant in time with scientific 

precision.  The first photographs were called daguerreotypes, 
named after their French inventor, Louis Daguerre.

• Eadweard Muybridge: The Horse in Motion, 1878.



3.  Impressionism
• Impressionism It is an attempt to capture the 

first fleeting impression made by a scene or 
object on the viewer’s eye.  

• Beginning in the 1860s, a group of painters in 
Paris reacted against the realist style.  Instead of 
showing life “as it really was,” they tried to show 
their impression of a subject or a moment in 
time.

• Fascinated by light, impressionist artists used 
pure, shimmering colors to capture a moment 
seen at a glance.



#6
• Nationalism ushers in a romantic movement in arts and ideas. Pg. 248-50

1. How did the ideas of romanticism contrast with Enlightenment ideas?

2. How were the ideas of romanticism reflected in literature?

3. How was romanticism reflected in art?

4. How did romanticism affect the music of the time?

• Realism in art and literature replaces Romantic idealism. Pg. 251-252

5. What trends or events led to a shift from romanticism to realism?

6. How did photography exemplify the art of the new industrial age?

7. What were some themes common to realist novels?

8. What did realist novelists accomplish with their exposes?

• Impressionists react against Realism. Pg. 252-253

9. What was the focus of Impressionist art and music?

10. What are some of the features of impressionism?



Identify the Art Style

• Test your knowledge by observing each painting 
and identify it as either:                           
Romanticism, Realism, or Impressionism.

• In your notebook, number #1 - 15.

• After you view each painting, write down which 
artistic style you believe it to be.

• Corrections made afterwards.
































