
Module 7

The Industrial Revolution



Lesson 1
The Beginnings of Industrialization



Setting the Stage
In the United States, France, and Latin America, political 

revolutions brought in new governments.  A different type 

of revolution now transformed the way people worked.  

The Industrial Revolution refers to the greatly increased 

output of machine-made goods that began in England in 

the middle 1700s.  This period, which lasted until about 

the middle 1800s, is sometimes referred to as the First 

Industrial Revolution.  Before the Industrial Revolution, 

people wove textiles by hand.  Then machines began to 

do this and other jobs.  Soon the Industrial Revolution 

spread from England to continental Europe and Britain.



The Big Idea
The Industrial Revolution started in England 

and soon spread to other countries.

Why It Matters Today
The Changes that began in Britain paved the 

way for modern industrial societies.



Jethro Tull’s Seed Drill



#1   Key Terms

Define each Key Term:  Pgs. 260 – 267

1.Industrial Revolution

2.enclosure

3.crop rotation

4.Industrialization

5.factors of production

6.factory

7.entrepreneur

8.Henry Bessemer



The Textile Industry Advances
• Textile machines were constructed to increase cotton 

production.  

• The Industrial Revolution first took hold in Britain’s 
largest industry-textiles.

• Cotton cloth, imported from India had become 
popular.

• British merchants developed the putting-out system, 
where raw cotton was distributed to peasant families 
who spun it into thread and then wove the thread 
into cloth. 

• Skilled artisans then finished & dyed the cloth. 



John Kay’s flying shuttle, 1733
• The flying shuttle sped up weaving.



James Hargreaves’
spinning jenny, 1764

• The spinning jenny increased the speed of spinning thread.



Richard Arkwright’s           
water frame, 1769

• The water frame increased the speed of spinning thread.



Eli Whitney’s cotton gin, 1793
• The cotton gin separated seeds from the raw cotton at a fast rate.



Improvements in  
Transportation 

• As production increased, entrepreneurs needed faster and 
cheaper methods of moving goods from place to place. 

• New applications of steam energy would help bring about 
massive social, economic, and cultural change.

• The steam engine developed out of the search for a cheap, 
convenient source of power.

• As early as 1705, coal miners were using steam-powered 
pumps to remove water from deep mine shafts.

• As a result, they invested in funding and building:

Turnpikes, Canals, Railroads



Turnpikes
• Turnpikes, or private roads, linked every part of Britain and         

goods also traveled faster.



Canals
• Canals, or human-made waterways, were dug to connect rivers 

together or to connect inland towns with coastal ports.



Railroads
• Railroad tracks did not have to follow the course of a river.  

• This meant that tracks could go places where rivers did not, allowing 
factory owners and merchants to ship goods swiftly and cheaply 
over land.  Read pgs. 266-267



Video: The Story of Mankind
• REVOLUTIONS:  Richard Arkwright and the Railroads

• Time 1:00 to 15:50



#2
As you read this lesson, make notes in the chart to explain how 

each factor listed contributed to an Industrial Revolution in Great 

Britain.  Pgs. 260 - 267

1. Agricultural revolution

2. Abundant natural    
resources

3. Political stability

4. Factors of production

5. Technological advances
in the textile industry

6. Entrepreneurs

7. Building of factories

8. Railroad boom


