
Lesson 2
Industrialization



Setting the Stage

• The Industrialization affected every part of life in 
Great Britain, but proved to be a mixed blessing.  

Eventually, industrialization led to a better 
quality of life for most people.  But the change to 

machine production initially caused human 
suffering.  Rapid industrialization brought 
plentiful jobs, but it also caused unhealthy 

working conditions, air and water pollution, and 
the ills of child labor.  It also led to rising class 

tensions, especially between the working class 
and the middle class.



People Move to New Cities



The Big Idea

The factory system changed the way people lived and 
worked, introducing a variety of problems.

Why It Matters Now

Many less developed countries are undergoing the difficult 
process of industrialization today.



#3a As you read this case study, answer the questions to 
consider how industrialization changed the way 

people lived and worked.

What changes did industrialization bring about for the following 
groups of people? Pg. 268 - 276

1. Poor City Dwellers

2. Factory Workers

3. Wealthy merchants, 
factory owners, shippers

4. Children

5. Lower middle class of 
factory overseers and 
skilled workers

6. Large landowners and 
aristocrats



#3b What were the long-term consequences of the 
Industrial Revolution for each of the following?

7. The Environment

8. Education



History in Depth
• The Day of a Child Laborer, William Copper

• Compare your personal student/life time schedule to 
that of an industrial child.

• Your Daily Schedule (Monday through Friday):

• Wake up at: __________

• School: 7:45am  to 2:41pm

• 3pm: _____________________________

• 6pm:______________________________

• 9pm: ______________________________

• 12am: _____________________________



The Day of a Child Laborer, 
William Cooper

• Child labor was common in many industries 
during the Industrial Revolution. A boy named 

William Cooper began working in a textile 
factory at the age of ten. He had a sister who 
worked upstairs in the same factory. In 1832, 

Cooper was called to testify before a 
parliamentary committee about the conditions 
among child laborers in the textile industry. The 

following outline of his day is based upon his 
testimony.



William Cooper’s Daily 
Schedule at Age 10

• 5am:  The workday began.  Cooper and his sister woke up around 
4am in order to get to the factory by 5:00 am.  Children usually ate 
their breakfast on the way to work.

• 12 noon:  The children were given a 40-minute break for lunch.  This 
was the only break they received all day.

• 3pm:  The children often became drowsy during the afternoon or 
evening hours.  In order to keep them awake, adult overseers 
sometimes whipped the children.

• 6pm:  There was no break allowed for an evening meal.  Children 
ate on the run.

• 9pm:  William Cooper’s day ended after an exhausting 16-hour shift 
at work.

• 11pm:  Cooper’s sister worked another two hours even though she 
had to be back at work at 5am the next morning.



Life in the Factories and Mines



Industrial Cities Rise
• For centuries, most Europeans had lived in rural areas. 

• After 1800, the balance shifted toward cities. This shift was 
caused by the growth of the factory system, where the 
manufacturing of goods was concentrated in a central 
location. 

• Between 1800 and 1850, the number of European cities 
boasting more than 100,000 inhabitants rose from 22 to 47. 

• Most of Europe’s urban areas at least doubled in population; 
some even quadrupled. 

• This period was one of urbanization—city building and the 
migration of people to cities. 



Tenements









Why Britain?
• Britain’s natural resources and physical geography influenced 

industrialization and urbanization.

• For example, factories developed in clusters because 
entrepreneurs built them near sources of energy, such as 
water and coal. 

• New uses for these forms of energy brought about massive 
economic change, as major new industrial centers sprang up 
between the coal-rich area of southern Wales and the Clyde 
river valley in Scotland. 

• But the biggest of these centers developed in England.



London
• Britain’s capital, London, was the country’s most important city. 

• It had a population of about 1 million people by 1800. 

• During the 1800s, its population exploded, providing a vast 
labor pool and market for new industry. 

• London became Europe’s largest city, with twice as many 
people as its closest rival (Paris). 

• Newer cities challenged London’s industrial leadership. 
Birmingham and Sheffield became iron-smelting centers. 

• Leeds and Manchester dominated textile manufacturing. 

• Along with the port of Liverpool, Manchester formed the 
center of Britain’s bustling cotton industry. During the 1800s, 
Manchester experienced rapid growth from around 45,000 in 
1760 to 300,000 by 1850.



Video:  The Story of Mankind
• REVOLUTIONS

• London: Overcrowded and disease-plagued. Begin at 15:50



#4             Assessment
• Read Document-Based Investigation: Pg. 271  Elizabeth Gaskell

1. How does Gaskell indicate her sympathy for the working class in this 
passage?

• Read Class Tensions Grow: Pg. 272-273

2. Describe these three social classes in Britain.

- The Middle Class:

- The Working Class:

- Daily Life of Men and Women:

• Read Positive Effects of the Industrial Revolution: Pg. 273

3. In what ways did the Industrial Revolution provide hope for people?

• Read The Mills of Manchester: Pg. 274

4. Whose interests did child labor serve?

• Read -Analyze Key Concepts: Industrialization: Pg. 276

5.  What were 3 advantages and 3 disadvantages of industrialization?


